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Tuesday, October 26 th, 2010:

Mark Sugarman - Ben Gurion Airport Pickup.

! ÒWelcome Home!  Israel is your spiritual home.Ó   

Don"t trust drivers as a pedestrian.  Be careful as you cross streets in Israel.

! This country has witnessed more miracles and battles than any country in the 
world. We have come back from over 100 countries speaking 70 different languages.

! JerUSAlem.  The USA is at the heart of Israel and we view you of the USA as 
great friends to Israel.  We understand the positions of some of your leaders do not 
reßect the heart of the people of the USA towards Israel.

! Tel Aviv = is no the largest city proper, Jerusalem is, but when you add the outer 
areas of the city proper it has 1 million plus of the 7 million Jews in Israel.

! 100 years ago there was no Tel Aviv.  In April 1909, a group of families had a 
picnic out here in what was wilderness.  They came up with the name
! !
! !  Tel = something very anchient
! ! Aviv = new spring of water 

! ! ! Tel Aviv = an ancient well of new water

! The biggest export is diamonds.  More than 50% of the world"s diamonds come 
through their diamond exchange.   They cut them and prepare them for use in Jewelry 
and also for industrial uses, cutting tools.

! Military Head Quarters are also in Tel Aviv.  

! In 1947 a !  rds majority of the United Nations gave a two state solution.  
Jerusalem was supposed to be an international city .  David Ben-Gurion and a group of 
Jewish Leaders at the Tel Aviv Museum on May 14th at 4:30 PM signed a one page 
proclamation and Israel was reborn. 

! The next day Egypt bombed Tel Aviv and 5 Arab armies attacked Israel. 



The Town of Jaffa = Acts 9

! Jaffa = Yafo = Yafe = ÒbeautifulÓ  word is derived from pretty.

! Mark Sugarman says that 
tradition says Noah was buried 
here so it is named after Japheth 
(Gen 6:10), the son of Noah.  
Greek ÒJoppaÓ who was the 
daughter of the god of wind 
Aeolus.

! Jonah came here to set sail 
and run from the call of God to go 
and preach to Nineveh. (Jonah 
1:3)   Jonah would be swallowed 
byÉ a great Þsh.

! Joppa, when Solomon built 
the house of the Lord.  He 
contracted Hiram to send cedar 
trees down the coast to the port of Joppa where they were then taken over land to 
Jerusalem to build the Temple. (1 Kings 5)

Mediterranean = Òthe Middle of the EarthÓ Mark says from the Greek.

! Via Maris = Òway of the seaÓ which was a major trade route what was the heart of 
trade.  It would connect North to South.  Europe to Africa, and Middle East to Asia.  It 
was connected to the silk road or spice road as some called it.  A major location on the 
artery to the world for trade.  This location was very inßuential for controlling trade.  It is 
broken by the valley with Megiddo. The port of Jaffa led right into the Via Maris.

Ido Keynan:

! Jesus picked Capernaum which was a town on the Via Maris and everyone then 
heard about Jesus because of what He did and where He did it.

Peter would come to Jaffa (Lydda) to raise Tabitha from the dead. (Acts 9:36)

! Jerusalem Cross has 3 explanations

1) 4 nations in the Crusade (France, England, Spain, Italy)
2) 4 wounds upon the Christ
3) the 4 corners of the earth



! ! (4 mixed cities? Jaffa, Jerusalem, Hypha, Tel Aviv)

! What are the Biblical produce for the land?   Figs, Olives, Pomegranate, Dates, 
Wheat and Barley.

First Fruits are the initial shoots of the anticipated crops that will come in for harvest.

Weeks or Pentecost is the main harvest of the year.

Succoth or booths is the Þnal harvest of the year.
!
! Theodor Herzl, father of Zionism, the modern national movement to bring Jews 
back to their own state.   ÒGod would not have preserved our people for so long if we did 
not have another destiny in the history of mankindÓ, reads one entry in his diary.

Joe Focht held an initial meeting at the hotel Dan Caesarea.  Introduced Dave Peterson 
of Inspiration Tours and the Tour Guides, Ido Keynan, Mark Sugarman and Tisha 
Michelle.  They gave instruction for group movement and how to follow at various sites.

Dave Peterson, ÒYou are not here by accident.  God brought you here to meet with 
! Him.Ó

! The tour guides will cover all room issues and questions.  Please leave your 
ministry staff to minister and let our team take care of any details.

! Be present in the current activity.  Do not waste time worrying about what is 
coming up next.  Enjoy where you are and let us handle what is on the schedule.

! Some sites we will have Bible studies, where the location is quiet. Other sites will 
be too crowded for us to hold Bible studies and we will tour the site and get you the 
information you need to know.

Wednesday, October 27th:

Ido Keynan  Guide and Archeologist

! Caesarea timeline
! ! 36 B.C. Herod builds
! ! 329 - 628 A.D. Byzantine 
! ! 632 - 1099 A.D. Muslim
! ! 1099- 1299 A.D. Crusades



! Remnants of the statues at the site.  ÒAnywhere Islam goes they destroy all other 
religious reminders.Ó  A common practice is they cut off the heads of the statues they 
Þnd.

! What comes Þrst in building a city?  The city or the roads?  The roads are what 
come Þrst.  They enable the construction of a city.  Caesarea was built by Herod to 
support the Via Maris, and to tap into that trade.  The Via Maris runs from Africa and 
splits towards Mesopotamia and towards Europe to the West.

! Joppa, Caesarea, Tyre and Sidon were all trade cities along the route. Jerusalem 
was the Jewish capital.  Caesarea was the Roman"s capital. That is where Pilate would 
normally be stationed. (Felix and Festus too.)  

! The stone with Pontius 
Pilate"s name etched in it was 
found here verifying Pilate as a true 
historic Þgure, thus conÞrming the 
Bible.  This is the single most 
important Þnd in Caesarea dating 
from 65 A.D.  It was found in 1953.

! Theater = #  oval seating 
area with a stone or paved ßoor 
and a stage for presentations, 
hearings and other activities.  

! Amphitheater is the whole 
oval shaped building with again 
seating, but the main ßoor was sand 
or dirt to absorb the blood from various events that were conducted. 

! Hippodrome is hippo = horse, and dromos = race or course.  So a horse racing 
or chariot racing track.  The best seats for the hippodrome were the corners where there 
would be more wipeouts and accidents.

! Timeline, Jewish uprising started 66 A.D., Jerusalem was leveled 70 A.D. and 
Masada was taken 73 A.D.

! In the theater of Caesarea there are vomitoriums where the spectators would go 
to vomit out their food which they had gouged themselves on during the show.  These 
chambers were also used by the architects to boot the acoustics of the theater at the 
same time.

! The theater could also be Þlled with water in the basin for other activities. Ido 
pointed out the slots for the stone panels to block the ßoor area.



! The current of the Mediterranean runs counter clockwise.  The entry and exit 
point is Gibraltar (now also the Suez canal).  The current picks up sand from the Nile 
Delta and had buried Caesarea over time.  In 1953 Israel began to uncover the 
aqueduct and port city"s remains, as well as the hippodrome and theater. 

! Outside the theater we were shown a sarcophagus.  Sarx = ßesh in the Greek, so 
it is a Òßesh eaterÓ.  Boxes for burial are pagan, a practice of the Roman and Greeks.  
Tombs were used over and over again by the Jews.  That is why it is of note that Jesus 
was buried in a new tomb, where never a man was laid.

! Caesarea was carefully planned and built by Herod.  They drove pylons in the 
sea to create a sea wall for the harbor.  Strong ramparts were then constructed as 
shown in the movie we watched in the visitor"s center.  These would eventually be 
destroyed by earthquakes.  The harbor faced North to keep the silt of the counter 
clockwise current out of the harbor to resist silting of the harbor.!

! When Peter came to Caesarea in Acts 10, the Gospel came to the Gentiles.  In a 
city of Roman power built by Herod.  Peter was at Simon the Tanner"s house.  This is 
where animal skins for wine and other purposes where made.  New wine skins!

Joe Focht
!
! Paul defended himself 
before Herod Agrippa II here.  
Agrippa wrote 64 letters back and 
forth with Flavius Josephus of the 
customs and manners of the Jews.  
Paul acknowledged Agrippa as an 
expert in Jewish customs in Acts 
26:3.

! Here Joe would read Acts 26 
to us in the Hippodrome as we sat 
on the seats.  In the Hebrew 
language God always stoops down 
to us to speak to us in a language 
we understand.  Think of an adult 
stooping down to speak with a 
small child.

! ÒAlmostÓ Agrippa"s eternity was hanging on that word, almost.  Opening the eyes 
of the heart to turn them from darkness to light that they might receive salvation.  

! Bernice was one of the most beautiful women in the Roman empire.  



! Paul pushed Agrippa for a decision.  That those who were listening would make a 
decision.  Joe says that WhitÞeld said ÒGet their attention, move their emotion and 
challenge their will.Ó  Push people to make a decision in their hearts.  Even if it is a ÒnoÓ 
bring them to the understanding that they need to make a decision.

Ido Keynan
!
! At Caesarea there is the Roman aqueduct that runs from 
Mt. Carmel 6.5 miles all the way to the City.  It runs at a 182 
degrees angle or a 2% slope over 6 miles to bring water into the 
city.

! Psalm 121.  I lift my eyes up unto the hills (mountains) 
(that is where the pagans put their altars and high places).  
Verse 2 has the answer, My help comes from You, Maker of heaven, Creator of the 
earth.  The psalmist was looking past the pagans and their mountains to heaven.

! Israel has planted 8 million trees since 1948.  Mark Twain"s Journey of Innocence 
described Israel 100 years ago as made of swamps, malaria and deserts.  

! Deuteronomy 8:8 grapes, dates, wheat, barley, olives, pomegranates, Þgs, 
olives, honey.  There is a date honey that is made from dates and is a staple in their 
diet.

! 1517 A.D. to 1917 the Turks controlled the land.  They taxed people by the 
number of trees on their property.  So those living in the land cut the trees down.  The is 
called the time of the ice age by the Jews.

! We saw the Jesus Boat.  A 2000 year old 
boat discovered in the Sea of Galilee thanks to the 
drought.  Made of 12 different kinds of wood.

! We are able to guess how old an olive tree 
is by the number of veins.  The tree gets hollow in 
the trunk as it grown new veins on the outside of 
itself.

! Ido Keynan talks about the Druze.  Israeli 
Druze are loyal to Israel and serve in the army 
(IDF).  Golani Druze are Syrian and are not for Israel.

! Mt CarmelÉ
! The Jezreel Valley lies to the South-East of Mt. Carmel.  Barak, Deborah and 
Sisera had their battle here from Judges 4.  From Carmel you can see Mt. Tabor, Mt. 
Moreh where Gideon had his night battle in Judges 7.  You can also see Meggido / the 



valley or Armageddon will be 
on the Northern area of the 
Jezreel valley.
!
! The Jezreel valley is 
the bread basket of Israel 
today. 

Joe Focht
!
!  We listened to the 
history of Elijah and the 
prophets of Baal from 1 Kings 
18.  Elijah repaired the altar of 
the Lord. He took 12 stones representing the tribes of Israel.  Elijah would have 
prepared it as a priestly sacriÞce, offering the head, the bowels the legs, etc.  The 
damage to the substitute that would cover their sins.   Joe tied this disÞgurement to the 
disÞguring sacriÞce of Jesus being beaten more than any man.  Isaiah 52:14. 

! Joe noted in the history of the church it is about every 40 years that there is 
return to the altar of the Lord and His cross.  When this happens like the history of Elijah 
there will be the coming of the rain again to the people of God.   Let them know you are 
turning their hearts back to you.

Then the Þre comes down!

! The rain came as Israel was repenting, God giving again His blessing to Israel as 
the nation was coming back to God.  Jesus bore our sins upon the tree. The wrath of 
God came upon His Son.

Tel Meggido  -  Ido Keynan

! You need for a good fortress  
1) water 2) roads 3) defense.  This is 
why they built again and again upon 
a Tel.  It has these elements for 
survival.  When it was wiped out by 
earthquakes.  They would burry it 
over and build again.  There are 25 
levels on Tel Megiddo.  

! Solomon fortiÞed this area to 
be prepared for battle.  400 Horses 
and 100 chariots were here.   Water 
was outside of the city to the aquifer they brought the water to the city by tunnel from 
the spring for the needs of the city.  An artesian spring means it will ßow with water 



when there is rain fall. There has been 7 
years of drought in Israel so this is not easily 
observed at Megiddo right now.

There were 9 levels above Solomon"s and 16 
layers below his. 

Mt. Tabor was suggested as a location for 
where Jesus was transÞgured.  It came from 
Constantine's mother Helena.  She claimed it 
was the location for the event.  Most think the 

correct location is Mt. Hermon on the 
Lebanon border.  There is Caesarea 
Philippi right next to Mt. Hermon and 
there Jesus asked His disciples ÒWho 
do men say that I the Son of Man 
Am?Ó  Shortly after He was up on the 
mountain to be transÞgured. 

! We could see Mt. Gilboa where 
Saul would die in battle along with 
Jonathan and Saul"s other sons.

Nazareth  Ido Keynan

! Mt. Precipice: the place where tradition states the people of Nazareth attempted/
wanted to throw Jesus off of that cliff.   Ido states that they estimate Nazareth had 
probably about 100 people at that time of Christ.  Joe Focht noted that Josephus and 
others claimed there were many more in the town at the time.

! Today Nazareth has two mayors.  The mayor of upper Nazareth where it is the 
Jewish and Christian areas.  Lower Nazareth has its own mayor for the Muslims.  The 
trash on the streets lets you know when you have entered the Muslim area and have left 
it as Ido pointed out as we drove through.

! The Church of the Annunciation is where tradition says the angel Gabriel spoke 
to Mary from Luke 1:30.  



! Back in the Bus, Ido mentioned there is a crack (fault) down Israel.  It goes from 
the Sea of Galilee down the Jordan Valley, through the Dead Sea, the Red Sea, down 
through Africa to Lake Victoria.  The head waters for the Nile.  Tiberias is in the crack at 
600 feet below sea level.  

! In 22 A.D., Herod Antipas founded Tiberias as a city.  He was responsible for 
building projects at Sepphoris and Betharamphtha, and more important for the 
construction of his capital Tiberias on the western shore of the Sea of Galilee. Named in 
honor of his patron, the emperor Tiberius, the city later became a center of rabbinic 
learning.

Thursday, October 28 th. 

Ido Keynan

Capernaum Òvillage of prophetÓ  Some say this where Nahum lived.  

! The Þshing was better in the Northern "  rd of the Sea of Galilee.  There the 
bottom is rocky and Þsh like to take shelter in the crevasses and to lay their eggs there.  
The bottom !  rds of the Sea of Galilee is muddy and the Þshing is not as good.  

! In Matthew chapter 4 Jesus came to Capernaum and ministered there for a long 
time.  Matthew was a tax collector here.  He would count the Þsh that were caught and 
levy taxes.  He would also have responsibilities to tax the land merchants going through 
the area too.

! There is a main road that leads to Damascus through the area.  It may well have 
been the way that Saul of Tarsus would have 
gone, Acts 9.  This area was so blessed to have 
witnessed all that Jesus did and taught that Jesus 
pronounced ÒWoesÓ upon the people for having 
seen what they had and still not repenting.  
Matthew 11:21.  Capernaum, Chorazin and 
Bethsaida were never rebuilt. 

! The synagogue at Capernaum has black 
volcanic rock as the base of the structure.  That 
would be the stone that was used at the time of 
Christ.  The town is composed almost entirely of 
that black stone and could be viewed as we walked through.  The Synagogue was 
added to with white stone, by a benefactor to the synagogue.  We know Cornelius 
helped to build the Synagogue in Caesarea Acts 10:22-24.



! 6th Century Capernaum was destroyed 
by an earthquake along with Bethsaida and 
Chorazin.  They were all destroyed by that 
earthquake.

! Ido mentioned the seven branches of 
the Menorah.  They are for the seven days 
of creation.  

! There is also the 9 branch Menorah of 
Chanukah.  They are 8 branches for the 8 
days the oil lasted in the burning lamp, as the 
Jews had under the Maccabean revolt drove 
out Antiochus Epiphanies IV and recovered 
the Temple.  It has been desecrated by him.  
The 9th branch is actually for the vessel of oil 
(ßask)that supplied, miraculously, the oil for 8 
days while holy oil could be prepared and 
sanctiÞed for the service in the Temple.

! The Menorah, the Star of David and the Pomegranate are all symbols that are 
used in a synagogue.  When you Þnd these on a building, there is a good chance you 
have found a synagogue.  There are 613 laws in the 5 books of Moses (the Torah).  A 
pomegranate has 613 seeds in it if it about the size of a baseball, or so they say, and so 
it is a reminder of the Law of Moses. 

! The Phylactery box on the forehead and the left arm.  The left arm as it is closer 
to the heart.  All synagogues face towards Mt. Moriah where God conÞrmed the 
covenant with Abraham.  The Tabernacle and the Temple, the Altar, the Holy Place, the 
Altar of Incense, and the Holies of Holies have the worship of God facing WEST 
towards the Ark of the Covenant, where God manifested His Presence or Glory.

! All other false religions started off with worship of the sun and the host of heaven.  
They face the EAST.  God has His priests facing WEST for His worship.  See Ezekiel 
8:16 and 17 for the corruption of the people when they turned their backs on the Temple 
and worshipped facing East. 

! Women were separated in the synagogue from the men because of 
menstruation.  That would render them unclean.  To avoid the potential of deÞlement for 
the men, they worshipped separately from the women. See Leviticus 15:19 for more.  
This is still observed at the Western Wall. 



! Capernaum the lake side pavilion, Matthew collected taxes here.  The man was 
lowered through the roof here to be healed.  The Centurion's servant was healed as 
Jesus just spoke the word.  Peter, James and John lived here.

! Joe Focht taught the man with the withered hand, Matthew 12:10, cross text 
Luke 6:6.  Knowing their thoughts Jesus set them up.  There are times to have a 
righteous anger.  The Pharisees take the same Sabbath day to go out and take council 
how to kill Jesus, (their awaited Messiah).  

! Ido Keynan, the land was given to us, but we had to move the stones, like 
salvation, there are things to clear out of our lives to be able to plant and harvest, but 
salvation is given to us.

Mount of Beatitudes. 

! Matthew 4:23 is the context.  People from all of these areas following Jesus.  
Some estimate as much as 10,000.  Others guess 20,000 some speculate up to 
100,000 could have been following Jesus to hear what He had to say.

! Ido noted as he talked about this time of healing that note there were those who 
were demon possessed and those who were 
lunatic noting a difference between them.

Joe Focht:

! And seeing the multitude, Jesus went 
up into a mountain.  John the Baptist had 
preached the coming Kingdom of God.  
Many were healed in Capernaum, but now 
Jesus withdraws to the mountain, and by 
that change of location, He would thin out 
the crowd and those who truly wanted to 
hear what He had to say would follow Him 
through the distance to hear.

! So when His disciples came to Him...ThenÉ  They who wanted to  hear what He 
had to say trekked up the hill to listen.  

! The Sermon on the Mount is not the Gospel.  It is not the Law.  Jesus opens up 
His mouth and says ÒblessedÓ.  Pour in spirit are those who know they are bankrupt 
before God.  If you know you are poor in spirit you will mourn.

! The people are watching Jesus doing the things that the Messiah is prophesied 
to do Isaiah 35:4-6.



! Chuck Smith said remember these are the Òbe-attitudesÓ not the Òdo-attitudesÓ.  
Chuck also said meek is ÒMeÓ  ÒEk!Ó.   Charles Fuller said the longer I walk with the Lord 
the less I sin, but the more I repent.

! It is emphatic ÒYou aloneÓ are the salt of the earth.  Salt trodden under foot.  In 
the Temple they had salt in a corner chamber that was used for ice, but it was also used 
to help to soak up the blood from the sacriÞces and give pedestrians traction.  Hence, 
trampled under foot.  So they understood what salt that had lost its saltiness and has 
been cast out to be trodden underfoot.  

! Joe"s message of the beatitudes was tied to the 10 Commandments from Exodus 
20.  He tied together the model prayer and the 10 commandments.   Ending with no 
covet and Thine is the Kingdom and the Glory.

Ido Keynan

! The Galilee valley that is a path that goes from the Sea of Galilee to Nazareth.  It 
is also part of what would have been the road to Damascus.  Across from the Mount of 
Beatitudes over the Sea of Galilee is Gadara where Jesus cast out ÒLegionÓ.  

St. Peter"s Primacy - Mensa Christi.  

! John 21, at the Sea of Tiberias 
where Jesus fed the disciples and 
restored Peter from his thrice denial.  It 
was the 3rd post resurrection appearance 
of Jesus.  The Mensa Christi = the Meal 
of Christ.  They claim in the meal of the 
Christ church there is a bedrock where 
tradition says He made the breakfast.

Mark Sugarman:

! Why 153 Þsh in the net that Peter hauled to shore?  Some say 153 nations of the 
world.   153 the number would equal Anni Elohim which is ÒI Am the LordÓ.  

Swansen personal note:
! Do you love me?  Feed My sheep.  The vision given to Peter in Joppa three 
times.   Was that a reminder to him about his thrice failure to follow/heed what Jesus 
had revealed to him before?  

Ido Keynan: 

! Multiplication site where Jesus fed the 5,000 men, plus women and children.   
Kibbutz = ÒgroupÓ  1852 Jewish pioneers came and brought land and then cleared it and 
planted it and farmed it. 



! Sea of Galilee boat trip.  In the middle of the Sea they shut off the boat and we 
sang worship songs, watching the sunset.  Then back to the hotel.  Team meeting that 
night after dinner.   We had time to settle.  Jerry led in worship.  There then was a time 
to share about how God had already blessed people on the trip.  Concerns, issues. 

Friday, October 29 th

Ido Keynan:!
!
! Emperor Constantine and Helena, his mother, visited Israel.  They would turn the 
Temple mount into a trash dump (300"s A.D.)  

! The question to Ido.  Are you saved?  The Jews have suffered from the 
Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, various pogroms, and the Nazi Holocaust.  Joe Focht 
mentioned Victor Smudge (or Yadin?), a 60 year old Jewish believer who stated: I was 
completed.  You pagans were converted to our true and living God.  We were 
completed.  

! Tel-Hazor the most northern city conquered by Joshua.  The Hula valley is the 
fruit basket of Israel.  At the North of Israel is the Lebanese border we visited Caesarea 
Philippi, Matthew 16:13.   But who do you say that I am?  Then shortly afterward Jesus 
goes into a high mountain where He is transÞgured.  This location Þts better than Mt. 
Tabor, where again, Helena said it occurred.  

Joe Focht:
! Upon this rock...Was upon this petra.  
Peter was called petros.  Remember the 
great rocks up the face of the cliff at 
Caesarea Phillip against Mt. Herman.  This 
is one of 3 tributaries to the Jordan River.  

! The gates of hell = the strategies and 
councils of hell.  The plans of hell shall not 
prevail against My church. 

! Keys of the kingdom = binding and 
losing = like a scribe who wore a sash that 
had keys.  These scribes were those who 
gave discretionary space.  They would tell 
the people what was binding and what was 
loose.  What you bind on earth has already 
been bound in heaven.  What you lose on 
earth has already been loosed in heaven.



Mark Sugarman:

! 332 B.C.  
Alexander the 
Great brought in 
the Greek 
pantheon.  The 
Greeks believed 
that ÒPanÓ lived 
here in Caesarea 
Philippi, when 
Alexander 
conquered this 
area.  The words 
ÒpanicÓ and 
ÒpandemoniumÓ 
are words that 
come from this 
spot.  The Arabs 
have no letter ÒPÓ, 
so they call the 
location ÒBaniasÓ .  
Phillip the tetrarch 
of Iterea, named it 
Caesarea Philippi to 
honor Caesar and himself.  

! Jesus brought the disciples up to a pagan worship site and confronted them with 
who do they say that He is. 

Tel-Dan = the gates of Dan.  

! Genesis 14:14.  Abraham pursued 
Chedorlaomer and the three other kings 
who attacked Sodom and Gomorrah.  
Israel from Dan to Beersheba, this is the 
top of Israel.  Joshua 24 tells us that 
Abraham worshipped idols.  In Acts 7, 
Steven tells us that God appeared to 
Abraham and called him to the land of 
Canaan.  Chapter 12 of Genesis

! Chapter 13 lot moves towards 
Sodom.  In Genesis 14 the 4 kings take 
Sodom and Gomorrah and Lot.  Abraham 



took his 318 trained servants and comes to Dan.  He divides the men into two 
companies.  Abraham would come to these gates near Tel-Dan and inquire if Lot was 
within. This is the gate that is under the tent cover to preserve it.  

! Dan is also one of the two sites that Jeroboam would set up his golden calves.  
One in Bethel and the other here in Dan.  

Joe Focht:

! Rehoboam, Jeroboam, and Ahijah the prophet.  ÒJeroboam, If you will walk 
before me with a pure heart I will build you a house like the house of David.  Jeroboam 
having ßed from Solomon to Egypt he comes back and says Òthese be thy godsÓ just as 
Arron had said in the wilderness.

! Genesis 49, Jacob prophesies where the land would be divided hundreds of 
years before Joshua would divide the land.  Moses would be allowed by the Lord to 
Òview: the land from Mt. Pisgah before His death, again before the land was divided and 
at distances that are not possible with the human eye (Joe Focht).

! The tribe of Dan would not be 
satisÞed with their lot and would 
eventually migrate north in Judges 18.   
The tribe would take Micah and move 
north bringing idolatry with them.  This all 
started in the city of Tel Dan as recorded 
in Judges.  We saw a representation of 
the altar that Jeroboam would have set 
up with the two golden calves.

! Ido Keynan mentioned that God 
has given each of us a ÒlotÓ to cultivate.

Tel Dan

! We saw ÒAbrahams" gateÓ close the city of Tel Dan.  It would be to this city that 
Abraham and his 318 trained servants would pursue the kings that had conquered 
Sodom and Gomorrah taking the inhabitants captive, including Lot. 

! Golan Heights was a territory of the half tribe of Manasseh.  The Syrians were 
shooting people randomly who where living in the Jordan Valley from there.  The 
Israeli"s recaptured it in the 1967 Six Day War.  

! Israeli ofÞcers say Òfollow meÓ; they will go into battle and lead their men.  We lost 
20% of our ofÞcers in the Six Day War.   As we are going up the Golan we were able to 
view the Calat Nimrud, which is a Crusader"s fortress called Nimrod"s fortress.  It was 
also viewable from Abraham"s gate.



! The Druze.  They believe that the Messiah will come through a man and not a 
woman.  So the Druze men wear their unusual pants in the event that one of them 
inadvertently births the Messiah, the pants will catch the baby. 

Saturday, October 30 th.

Travel up to Jerusalem.  Road 90 from Lebanon to Egypt.

! We pass the area of Jabesh Gilead. In I Samuel 11:1-12 Saul had helped the 
inhabitants of the town, who were besieged by the Amonites.  Saul who was newly king, 
gathered Israel and marched all night to attack the Amonites.  It saved the town.  When 
Saul and his son"s were killed and their bodies nailed to the gates of Bet Shean, the 
men of Jabesh Gilead went and recovered the bodies. 

! Bel Voir = Beautiful View.  

Joe Focht
! ÒJingn ijnÓ  =  Hill Top.  Bel Voir is a 
crusader fortress.  

! Joe taught on Genesis 13, about 
Abraham and Lot and their going their 
separate ways.  

! The view from Bel Voir gives the visual 
idea about the choices that were made.  The 
well-watered plain that Lot chose as opposed 
to the wilderness that Abraham received.   
Between Bethel  (the house of God) and Ai, (a 
heap of ruins).  

! Lot journeyed East towards the well watered plain.  The text then literally has ÒLift 
up please now thine eyesÓ.  The rabbis wrestle with this passage.  Our Bibles have ÒLift 
up thy eyes.Ó   

! North -- where Abraham came from.  South -- Egypt where pain and failure 
happened to Abraham having lied.  Going where he should not have been.  Coming out 
and having to go back to the altar.   Eastward -- the plain of Sodom, beautiful and yet 
wicked exceedingly.   Further East there was Ur of the Chaldees where the God of 
Glory had appeared to Abraham.  Westward -- Bethel, the house of God.



Ido Keynan:

! So why the crusades?  Really?  To get gold!  The countries that got into the 
Crusades were on the edge of bankruptcy.   So promised gold they came for battle and 
gold.  1190"s they started.  

! The Horns of Hitah -- Saladin had taken Jerusalem.  It was taken by the Muslims 
for the Þrst time having defeated the king of Jerusalem and the Crusaders.  After this 
Bel Voir surrendered to them.  1192 A.D. was the last of the Crusaders left back for 
Europe.   This left the Muslims to take over.  1517-1917 A.D. the Turks took over.  

! England, France, Italy.  Orders, Carmalites and priestly templars have gold, 
jewelry, etc.   

! Jordan has made peace with Israel.  Since Jordan did not ask for any land in the 
process the Israeli"s consider it a real peace.  Since that time, Israel has come over to 
Jordan and shared their cultivation knowledge to help them plant.

! Bet Shean, we sat in the theater, one of the cities of the Decapolis.  The citied of 
the Decapolis had peace treaties and trade agreements together. Amman Jordan was 
one of the 10 cities.  At the time it was called Philadelphia.   



! It was discovered by a farmer 18 years ago.  He changed from a Massey 
Furgeson tractor and plow to a John Deere one.  The new plow dragged about 3 inches 
deeper than the old plow.  As he was plowing, he hit a stone.  Digging it out, we 
discovered it was a column.  He called the antiquities authorities.  It was the only 
column that was still standing of the whole town.  There is a central street called a 
Cardo (heart).

Joe Focht:

 ! Agora phobia.  Fear of the public places or market place = agora.

Ido Keynan:

! Under one of the columns they discovered a skeleton.  There are 19 bones in the 
hand.  They found 3 coins in the hand of the skeleton.  They estimate that the town may 
have had up to 50,000 inhabitants.  There were 8,000 seats in the theater.

! In the Bus again, Ido noted that trees have trouble growing on Mt. Gilboa.  If you 
turn to 2 Samuel 1:19, it notes that Saul battled the Philistines and died there in the 
battle with Jonathan.  David lamented ÒYou mountains of Gilboa, let there be no rain or 
dew upon you.  No growth. 

! And what do we Þnd today?   We can get trees to grow everywhere else in Israel, 
but not on Mt. Gilboa.  They plant trees and they die.  They plant trees again and they 
die, results from David"s curse?  As we go Ido points out Samaria mountains on the 
right and on the left the mountains of Moab.  

! Ido, why do they call the arabs, Arabs?  They come from the Arabian peninsula. 
The Iranians are Farsi, but still Muslim. Israel is a democracy surrounded by totalitarian 
regimes.   Dr. Heim Wizeman invented gun power.  He told the British government ÒI 
don"t want a cent, just give us (the Jews) the right to return to IsraelÓ.

! Lord Balfor, of the Balfor declaration, pushed for a divided Palestine in 1917 
-1923.  It was supposed to go down the Jordan, but 1/3rd went to Israel and ! rds went 
to the Hashemite kingdom.  Israel took what they could get.  

! In 1947 the movie ÒExodusÓ with Yule Brener cast a giant shadow.  In 1948 the 
West Bank was taken by Jordan.  The Golan was taken by Syria.  Gaza was taken by 
Egypt.  Then came 1967 where Israel would take all of the Sinai.  1973 Yom Kippor war 
came.  

! Around 1948 the dead sea scrolls were found.  The complete book of Isaiah was 
found.  They also found 6 extra Psalms of David that go beyond the 150.  Gilgal = 
(rolling away) opposite Jericho.   This is where Joshua would take the people and 
circumcise them.  



! As we were coming up to Jericho in the Jordan Valley Ido noted that between 
Jericho and the Jordan river some think it was here that Jesus was baptized.  Just 
above the area near the Dead Sea.  It would then be from there that Jesus would be 
driven into the wilderness to be tested of the devil for 40 days.

! Jeru (city)  salem (of peace)  

! The Kidron Valley, Hinnon Valley and the Pelopelon valley all form a ÒshinÓ the 
Hebrew letter that looks like a ÒWÓ.  Jerusalem in Psalm 122.  The battle of the children 
of light verses darkness scroll.  This was found of the Essenes with the other scrolls.   
The Shrine of the Book is characterized by the theme of light. 

! The Essenes are mainly males in their community as far as archeologists can 
tell.  In the scrolls about their way of life women were not mentioned.  Also when they 
exhumed the skeletons they found only male ones in the graves.

! Their scrolls predate the Masoretic text by 1,000 years.  The Tanakh is the 5 
books of Moses plus the Prophets and the Writings.  The Torah is the 5 books of Moses 
only. 

Sunday, October 31 st. 

! J E R U S A L E M !   The Turkish wall from 1517 A.D. is most of the outer wall 
that you will see today.  

There are 7 gates.   1) Dung  2) Zion  3) Flower  4) Sheep  5) Damascus  6) Lion  7) 
Eastern. 

! We had a Sunday service on the Southern steps of the Temple mount.  This is a 
place where you can be sure that Jesus had walked.   Jerusalem truly was a 
communication base of the world at the time Jesus came.  The things that Jesus did, 
were no small things.  You can bet because of the location of Jerusalem that many of 
the world heard about that He had done.

! Don McClure gave a message. 

! Mt. Moriah, location of the Þrst and second temples.  It was a Jebusite city.  In 
David"s time the population of the city was estimated at 2,000. We will see Hezekiah"s 
tunnel.  It is 2 #  times the distance of the tunnel that we walked through in at Megiddo"s 
fort.   It is estimated that by the time of Christ Jerusalem had a population of 100,000.  
That would feel to us like a city of one million. 

! The Southern entrance is the main entrance to the Temple.  Jesus came through 
this entrance.  Steps going up to the Temple are wide then narrow, then wide, then 
narrow.  This is designed to slow down that trafÞc that would be walking up to the 
Temple.  You ascend up to the Temple.  You always ÒGo upÓ to the Temple. 



! There would be a sign 
by the gate Beautiful.  ÒAnyone 
not a Jew has is life on his 
head.Ó  That was the warning 
sign for Gentiles not to go past 
the court of the Gentiles. 
!
! 1968, Moshe Dayan, 
Jewish leader and an atheist, 
said ÒLet"s give the Arabs back 
some of the respect after their 
defeat.  Let them control the 
Temple Mount.  Dayan 
managed to convince the 
government to go along with 
this plan.   Orthodox Jews will 
not go up on the Temple 
mount.  They are concerned 
about walking on the holy places 
and not knowing it.

! Friday is the Muslim holy day.  Friday night to Saturday night, is the Jewish holy 
day.  Sunday is the Christian holy day.   On Fridays the police details are tripled to be 
ready for trouble. 

! The Muslims claim that Mohammed was ascended from the Temple mount.  It is 
not mentioned in the Koran, neither is the city of Jerusalem.  The story is he rode a 
house named Barak, which Ido says was supposed to be #  female and #  horse.  This 
is what the Moslems claim he rode up to heaven. 

! Mikvah = bath.  Used for 
cleansing those who came up to 
worship.  The most common 
cause of death in those days?  
Abdominal diseases.  It was 
because of the water supplies 
that these diseases were 
communicated. 

! Robinson"s arch, was 
discovered by British archeologist  
Charles Robinson.

! The orthodox Jews will 
pray at the Western Wall wearing 



their Phylacteries.  One on the forehead and the other on the left arm, again to be close 
to the heart.  Wrapped around the left arm 7 times for the 7 days of the week and the 7 
days of God creating the heavens and the earth.  The strap extra that is in the left hand 
they form into a ÒShinÓ, the ÒWÓ looking Hebrew letter.  The scriptures in those boxes 
comes from Deuteronomy 6.

Yad Vashem  Yad = a hand Vashem = a name.

Monday, November 1 st. 

! The Mount of Olives.  Looking 
towards the Dome of the Rock, we see 
the Eastern Gate that was built by the 
Turks. They sealed it to prevent the 
Messiah from entering as prophesied.  
But the actual gate is below it.  This gate 
they found is already open, so nothing 
will prevent His coming.

! The Moslems put a graveyard in 
front of this gate also to prevent the 
Messiah from entering.  Looking at the 
Eastern gate.  If you draw a straight line 
it goes back to the Dome of the Spirits.  
It has three arches and a black arch, or Dome of the Spirits.  It is in line with the Gate 
Beautiful and the altar.  Below the Dome of the Rock are two large water cisterns.  They 
are not supposed to be below the Temple.  Under the Dome of the Spirits is bedrock 
and no pavement.

!
Joe Focht:

! The Dome of the Spirits has a smooth bedrock stone, that would be where David 
would have sacriÞced at Ornan"s (1 Chronicles 21) threshing ßoor. 

! Helena, the mother of Constantine, stated in a vision that the burial place of 
Jesus was location of the church of the Holy Sepulcher.  But if you look to the right, you 
will see Golgotha and the Garden Tomb.   (Man"s sin began in a garden and the 
payment for that sin was placed in a garden).  Golgotha = the place of the skull, is the 
highest point of Mount Moriah.  That would be the likely place that Abraham would have 
offered up Isaac as a sacriÞce.  This is also the place where Jesus was cruciÞed. 

! When the Jews burry the dead in tombs, they did not use cofÞns, but just 
prepared the body and laid it in a tomb.  Ossuaries are small boxes that are for the 



bones which are left after decay of the body.  To be buried with one"s ancestors means 
they are buried with their father"s bones.

! Matthew 26  Luke 22:39

! The Battle of Armageddon will go below Megiddo all the way down to Hebron.  
Zechariah 14:4, Is 63, Revelation 14;10, Revelation 16.  The day of the Lord in His 
vengeance will be the treading down of the people in my anger. The Lord comes from 
Bozerah (Edom) on a horse through the East Gate.  Lift up your heads oh ye gates. 

! Blood to the horses" bridal.  

Joe Focht:
! Thinks it is in the Kedron Valley as Jesus crosses the Kedron to the East Gate 
which was opened by the great earthquake. 

! God laid upon Him the iniquity of us all.  He is made a propitiation for our sin.  He 
took our cup of wrath and He gives to us the cup of redemption.  

! Peter stayed awake long enough to hear Jesus cry ÒAbbaÓ as Mark records 
ÒFatherÓ.  Jesus was sweating blood on a cold night.  Martin Luther sat for 8 hours and 
looked at ÒEloi, EloiÓ and then rose up and said ÒGod forsaken by (of) God?  Who can 
understand that?Ó

Bethlehem

! We got off of the bus and viewed the terraces and the city off in the distance.  It is 
the home of Boaz and eventually Ruth.  The terraces that we looked at go back to the 
second Temple period. 

! Bethlehem, built a fortress up on the hill above the valley of Bethlehem.  They 
found Herod"s tomb only a few years ago.  Across from that there is the Church of the 
Nativity on the other hill.   Far left of Bethlehem there are the shepherds Þelds on the 
horizon.  You can see the mountains of Moab far off into the distance where Naomi 
would return having now become a widow and followed by Ruth. 

! John 5 the Sheep Gate.  The pool of Bethesda. Beth = house  Seda = Mercy.     
The pool was 150 feet by 180 feet and was 60 feet deep.   There is the St. Ann"s 
Chapel.  It was not destroyed because of its acoustics.  The Moslems realized the 
acoustics would be good for those training for the ÒMuathinÓ.  Their call to prayer, which 
we heard over the loud speakers while visiting.  I think Ido said there was a 6 second 
delay in the echo which gave it the amazing sound. 

! The Chapel of St. Ann is also the location of Ann, which tradition says was the 
mother of Mary, the mother of Jesus.  So they claim Mary was born here and grew up 
here at Bethesda.  



! Ido led in singing as a group in the chapel.  Then Hannah led us in worship the 
sounds were truly heavenly.

Joe Focht:

! Noted that in 300 A.D. the Catholic"s had Mary"s tomb, but when they decided 
that she had ascended, they sold her tomb to the Greek Orthodox or one of the 
Orthodox churches.  (ask Joe when you see him again)  The reason they sold it, is it 
would be bad theology for them to have a tomb of someone they claimed ascended.  

Fortress Antonia. 

! Only the pavement of the fortress is left.  This is the location where Jesus was 
scourged, mocked by the solders and then given His cross.   We entered into a building 
called The Sister of Zion and then worked our way down below to the ßoor of the 
Fortress Antonia.

! Via Dolorosa, it 
would be the Damascus 
Gate that Jesus would exit 
with His cross on the way 
to Calvary.   In the fortress 
there was discovered 
etchings in the tile on the 
ßoor.  They are used for 
games be the soldiers.  
They would take a man 
condemned to death and 
would make him king for a 
day.  They would let him do 
what he wanted and they 
would address him as a 
king, but when the time 
came he would be stripped 
and at sundown be 
cruciÞed.

! Via  = way of  Dolorosa = pain.  Latin.  It is also known as the way of the Cross.  
Going out of the Damascus Gate, this would be a very public event, everyone would 
see.  That was one of the goals of this punishment.

! Why would Pilate be in Jerusalem and not up at home base in Caesarea?  
Answer, because he would come down to Jerusalem for the feasts, to make sure things 
stayed calm among the Jews.



Monday evening the Western Wall or Rabbi !s tunnels.

Ido Keynan:

! They cut the North Western corner of Mt. Moriah off to prepare the foundation for 
the Temple.  The took these stones and would use them in the foundation.  During the 
time of Helena and Constantine the would turn the Temple mount into a trash dump.  
This may be where the name from the dung gate came from. 

! There are three mosques on the Temple mount.  Two on top and a third under 
the mount that was excavated from 2001- 2006.  This construction weakened the South 
wall.  They dumped the dirt in the Southern Eastern corner in the Kedron Valley.  The 
Jews are sifting the dirt now and Þnding many things.

! In the tunnel, we saw the 
largest building stone known in 
Israel.  It was 13.6m or 44.6 feet 
long.  3.5-4.6m or 11.5 - 15 feet 
high.  3.5m or 10.8 feet high.  It 
weigh 570 metric tons or 628 
tons.

! It was moved with logs 
and teams of oxen using block 
and tackle.  When it was close to 
position, they would put lead balls 
in between the logs.  Then they 
would remove the logs.  When a 
certain amount of logs were 
removed the lead would begin to 
be crushed by the weight of the 
stone.  

! When that point was reached, they had 45 seconds 
or less to get the stone into its Þnal position.  The stone 
would ßatten the lead and that was where to stone would 
end up.  Ido said these large stones are part of the second 
temple foundation and again that they where quarried from 
the top corner of Mt. Moriah.  

! In the tunnel, we came to a sealed entrance.   The 
story is that a Rabbi Getz was exploring in this tunnel on 
his own and found a crack in the wall.  Using a mirror and 
a ßash light saw the Ark of the Covenant.  It was known 
that the Temple mount was supposed to have an 
emergency location to hide the Ark.  The claim is this 



Rabbi found that hidden chamber. 

! Getz claimed to have found a crack that had only recently opened up and 
because some other stones had been moved.  Getz died about 2 and #  years ago.  
There is an interview about these things that Getz gave to R. B. C.   Ido claims you can 
look on youtube to see that interview. 

! In addition to Rabbi Getz, Rabbi Goren also claimed to have seen it.  Check for 
Mark Dahani, RBC classes.

! Warren"s gate is one of the 4 Western Wall entrance gates to the Temple mount 
that is from the second Temple period.  The Rabbi"s tunnel at the corner abruptly stops, 
as if the workers has put down their tools.  Herod has died.  

! We saw a video about how they moved the stones to construct the foundation of 
the second Temple.   When we exited the tunnel complex, we came upon a celebration.  
Tisha said that there was a Torah scroll that was being donated to the Western Wall.  
!
! Apparently it was given by a multi-millionaire who owns Carnival Cruises.  This 
type of event happens once, possibly twice a year.  To write a Torah scroll it takes a year 
to a year and a half to do it.  This type of donation is often done to honor someone 
special.  There are a special group of families who do this Torah writing. He will dip 
himself in a ritual bath and then copy the day"s work on the text.

! If a mistake is made, the whole section is ruined.  Scrolls that are released for 
use have no mistakes. 

Tuesday, November 2 nd 

Masada, Ein Gedi, and The Dead Sea.

! When they excavated Masada they found chapters 36, 37, 38 and 39 of Ezekiel.  
At Israel"s last battle they found portions of the prophecy of their next battle as noted in 
the Bible.

! Heading to the South is the Edomite ascent which is part of the spice or perfume 
route.  Marco Polo took this route.  Ido told the story of being in the Bedouin tent.   They 
has studied them for months. He noted there there is no burping or farting in a tent.  
That is a big social faux-pas.  

! Ido and his company were invited to the tent for a special meal.  Someone in 
their company passed gas at the meal.  It was a major embarrassment.  Years later he 
encountered some of them and had asked about the pregnant wife of the sheik whom 
they had met.  The answer was Fatima gave birth exactly a month after the great fart.   
The event in the tent was used to date other events.  It was that, no pun intended, earth 
shaking for them.



! The ocean is 1 # % salt.  Salt lake Utah is 20% salt.  The Dead Sea is 33% salt 
and rising.  The Dead Sea has not outlet.  It evaporates the water leaving the minerals.  
The Dead Sea is 12 miles wide and 50 miles long.  It is 1,200 feet deep.  The Southern 
part is 15 feet deep.  Israel gets their minerals potash and bromide from the Dead Sea.  
These they export. 

! Above the Dead Sea it the thickest part of the ozone layer in the world.  This is 
because of the evaporation of the Dead Sea.  For those who are native to the area Ido 
said they have zero skin cancer.  Those who move to the area from other places still get 
it, but the natives to the area do not.

MASADA = fortress

! B.C. 103 a tower was build to watch the Egyptians coming from the South.  It 
was a watch tower for a front position.   

! Herod died from syphilis.  He was schizophrenic and paranoid.  He murdered 
Miriam and other family members.  Herod wanted a retreat that could hold 1,000 people 
and keep them safe from a constant siege of up to 5 years.  He had water cisterns and 
a system of water collection constructed.  Herod dies in 4 B.C..  In 60 A.D., an uprising 
started in Caesarea.  This would bring Þrst the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. by 
the Romans.  A group of Jews ßed to Masada.  

! Eleazar Ben Yair was their leader.  He said to the people the Romans are going 
to get in here.  The could see the smoke from the burning of Jerusalem.  The Romans 
built a siege wall 5 or 6 feet high and put together a siege ramp which they used Jewish 
slaves to construct.  This was so the Jews in Masada would be hesitant to kill their 
fellow Jews, and in some cases own family members on the other side of the wall being 
used by the Romans.  

! When the Romans had Þnished their siege ramp up to Masada they decided to 
wait for the next morning to lay the siege.  That night the people of Masada gathered in 
the synagogue and drew lots for going and killing their family members.  As each man 
returned they then drew lots for who would kill the other, and lastly, who would commit 
suicide.   Only the last man would commit suicide.  The rest voluntarily gave their lives, 
rather than fall to the Romans.

! A widow and some children hid in the cisterns rather than commit suicide with the 
rest of the group.  Ido said 1 or 2 widows and 3 or 5 children.   When the Romans had 
taken control, they came out of hiding.  The Romans took them to Josephus for them to 
tell their story of what happened in Masada during the siege and Eleazar"s speech. 

! When they excavated Masada, they found the pieces of the lots that were used 
with the family names on them.



Ido, ÒGod gave us this land and only He can take it from us.  It is not for anyone to give 
or take away.Ó

! The coney in the KJV is called the hyrex.  It is a raccoon sized animal.

Ein Gedi = spring of the gazelle.

! This is where David was in hiding from Saul and Saul went into the cave to go to 
the bathroom.  David would sneak up on Saul and cut off the hem of Saul"s garment.  
The site we visited is the actual location of that event. 

Tuesday Night --- The Final Night Team Meeting.

! We had a time of worship, then again a time of sharing lasting about #  hour.  
There were Þnal instructions for those who were departing.

Wednesday, November 3 rd, 

! Golgotha!  = place of the skull.  Charles Gordon saw the location and said, ÒWow, 
this looks like a skullÓ   Several things caught his attention.   Also known as Calvary.  
Matthew 27:33

1) It looked like a skull.   
2) The location of it was outside the walls of Jerusalem. 
3) The place was used by the Jews for stoning and executions. 
4) It was located on the Northern end of Mt. Moriah, where Abraham would offer Isaac. 
5) It was a quarry for the Þrst and second Temple. 
6) It was located on a meeting point for the Jericho and Damascus Roads.  It would be 

visible for many to read the accusation against Jesus.   Most likely Jesus would have 
been cruciÞed facing what today is the bus depot.  

! Arimathaea is the same location as Ramah.   At the time of Christ grapes and 
olive groves would be in this garden.  They found in the garden the 3rd biggest olive / 
wine press.  A large cistern of water was under this garden area.  

! The tomb is were we believe Jesus was buried.  From Golgotha / Calvary it was 
a 5 minute walk or less to get to the garden tomb.  The tomb has some unique features.  
The location of the body in the tomb would Þt the account that Peter would have seen. 

! The tomb is not a natural cave, but was hand cut into the rock.  It had been 
covered by a ßat rolling stone that was estimated at 1 #  tons.  The stone is missing 
today. 

! Matthew 27:57-61 his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the rock, and he 
rolled a great stone to the door of the sepulcher. 



! When a master leaves a napkin folded on the table it is a sign to the servants ÒI 
am coming back for more.Ó  So Jesus placed the napkin aside to let them know He will 
be back. 

! The Garden Tomb is the only site that is controlled by born again Christians.  It is 
in the hands of believers.

Joe Focht:

! Luke tells us Joseph of Arimathaea was a disciple, but secretly.   Mentioned in all 
4 Gospels.  A rich man but just.  An honorable counselor, a title used for only 14 men in 
the history of Israel according to Josephus.  Pilate gives or ÒgiftsÓ the body of Jesus to 
Joseph.  Joseph would bring the linen to wrap Jesus" body.  The tachrichim.  

! Not long before this Gamaliel had decided that bodies were to be buried in a 
shroud whether they were wealthy or poor.  All should be buried the same.  You were 
born, washed and wrapped in linen, so you are buried by being washed and wrapped in 
linen.

! He and Nicodemus would take 100 lb. of myrrh and aloes and wound the body 
as is the manner of the Jews.   100 lb. is a very high cost.  The kind of burial that would 
be for a king. John chapter 3 and chapter 7 mention Nicodemus.

! Nicodemus Ben-Gurion tradition says was a brother to Josephus.  He  was the 
most sought after teacher in all Israel.

! The Gospels say clearly that Joseph took Jesus down from the cross.  It would 
be one spike at a time.  Jesus" body would slump over Joseph"s until he took the spike 
out of the feet.   They would quickly wash Jesus" body.  They would remove the thorns 
from His head.   A ÒmitzvahÓ = a commandment, you were allowed to break the sabbath 
to wash the body of the deceased.  They would then wrap the body.  One garment was 
used to wrap around the head to keep the jaw shut.

! You can bet Joseph and Nicodemus came here when the word got out among 
the priests that Jesus was cruciÞed.

! Tradition says the Nicodemus gave up all of his wealth and that Gamaliel would 
take him in.  March 17th, the day of St. Joseph of Arimathaea, that tradition says was 
sent to England.  They say he arrived and built a pulpit out of thorns and preached the 
Gospel.  Both of these men would tell us ÒDon"t be a secret disciple of Jesus.Ó

! Joe:  ÒHaving come here remember all that has been invested in you.Ó

Mark Sugarman:  Valley of Hinom:



! Ahaz and Manasseh.  Here was the worship to Molech.  Tophet.  Toph = to beat 
the drum.  Some claim a valley to hell is here in Jerusalem. ! !

! The City of David was the Jebusite kingdom.  The town was heavily fortiÞed, 
possibly back to the time of Abraham.  The old city Jerusalem was 1 sq. km., today it is 
125 sq. km.  Hadrian in 135 A.D. crushed the second Jewish revolt.  He took the city 
and wanted to make it Roman and wipe out all Jewish traces.  He called the city ÒIlia 
CapitolinaÓ (sp).  He also called the region the land Philitim or ÒPalistiniaÓ which is still 
used today.  Palestine.

! The gates again are the Damascus, Jaffa, Dung, Zion, Herod"s, Golden and New 
gate. Today there are the Lion and sheep gates.  The City of David cistern close to the 
entrance Mark noted could well be the one that Zedekiah tossed Jeremiah the prophet 
into.  

! Psalm 125 = David wrote it from the top of the City of David.  As the mountains 
surround JerusalemÉ Looking to the East the Mt. of Olives.  Moving your eyes to the 
South East, the Hill of Scandal, going further South with your eyes, you see the Hill of 
Evil Counsel.  Keep looking to the right and heading West you see Mt. Zion.  Keep 
looking to the right towards the North, you see Mt. Moriah. 
!
! The Hill of Scandal, were Solomon allowed the idolatry of his foreign wives to 
ßourish.  There later in his rule, Solomon himself, would worship idols there.

! From the roof of David"s palace towards the top of the city, one could very easily 
look into a court yard below and spy Bathsheba bathing.  On the pavilion that we 
overlooked the city from are the foundations of David"s palace.  They think they have 
located the conduit that some say Joab scaled to take the city.   

! Seals were found in the City of David.  These seals had 3 names that were found 
in the book of Jeremiah.  3,800 years ago the Canaanites cut a tunnel with bronze 
chisels.  Warren"s shaft was what they thought was the end until they realized it was 
blocked.  In I Kings 1:33-34 David instructed them to bring down Solomon there on 
Davids" own mule and to anoint him king.  In the Hebrew it says Òtake above or onÓ the 
Gihon spring.  He was probably taken to this fortiÞed place to be anointed king.

! Gihon = gusher  It use to be a pulse spring, now it is a constant stream.  
Hezekiah"s men followed a natural crack in the rock "  of a mile.  It took them 7 months 
to cut through the rock and connect the tunnel.

! ÒShek-itÓ = shut up

! They found an inscription in the tunnel.  It is 1,200 cubits long and 100 cubits 
below the ground.  It is one of the greatest hydro-projects in the ancient world.  



The pool of Siloam = ÒSentÓ (the waters were sent)- for Christians this is where Jesus 
healed the man who had been born blind in John 7.  Six years ago, while laying pipe, 
they found the ancient Pool of Siloam.  They had thought it was elsewhere, more toward 
the fortiÞed wall of the Gihon, but when they laid the pipe, the location became known.

! It was a ritual bath for Temple puriÞcation.  

Thursday, November 5 th,

Jordan.  Face it.  It ain"t Israel.

! Jor = Deep Valley Spring.  Dan = from Dan.  Zoar Lot"s cave was pointed out to 
us.  Ammon = son of a relative.  Moab = son of father.  Edomites = red man.The African 
rift valley runs from North Lebanon down to North Africa.  

! The Romans controlled it from 63 B.C.by Pompey up to 324 A.D. and then came 
the Byzantium or Christian period.

! Theaters generally can hold 10-15% of the town"s population.  

ÒShuk runÓ = thank you.

Saturday, November 6 th.

! Little white citadel is Aaron"s tomb on top of the mountain.  Miriam"s tomb they 
say is near by.  Moses buried Aaron in Salair.  Petra is also called Selah.  Built by the 
Nabateans and inhabited also by the Edomites.  Petra is along the trade routes.  East to 
West was the silk road through Iraq to China.  It would stretch East to Gaza for a port.

! In Petra, the ornate carved buildings were tombs.  The decoration was on the 
outside.  Their homes were not decorated, just the tombs.  They Þgured the tomb was to 
be your home when you died and lived again and would be the long home, so make that 
one ornate.

! The obelisks on the tombs showed how many were there in the building.  
Upstairs was the tomb, in the two story ones, and downstairs were where the funeral 
would be held.  Wealthy tombs were almost always two stories. 

! They made the tombs at the entrance of the town so as to cloak the true 
population.  This was a defensive move so their enemy"s would have trouble assessing 
how big of an army they had, etc.    The channel is sandstone with fossils 100 feet in the 
walls of the gorge.  Think ßood!  Genie blocks were carved there to ward off evil.



! There was a second entrance that the know traders would use.  Nabatean 
ceramics are very thin and strong.  They were used for trade with China. 

Sunday, November 7 th

! Return to Dan Jerusalem for departure.  Good to be back in Israel.  What a 
difference the presence of the Holy Spirit makes!

!

!


